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Chapter 21 Miracles: Outward Signs of Inner Events

1. What Is a Miracle?

A miracle is an event that does not appear to be the result of any known
natural law or agency. A miracle is also commonly defined as a wonderful or
amazing thing, fact, or event. The miracles of Sai Baba fit both definitions.

Many have read or heard about the Sai miracles. Some devotees have
experienced miracles themselves. Perceptions vary widely among newcomers
on the usefulness and validity of these happenings. It would be an error to
place too much emphasis on these events. However, the stories are often told
because they can easily be related, and it is possible to quickly capture the
interest of another person in relating these experiences. It is not so easy to
express the unbounded love of Sai in a short narration.

Much depends on what one considers to be a miracle. An event which one
observer considers to be a great mystery may be easily explained by another.
The observer’s background and experience are often the deciding factors. A
miraculous event may strongly impact one person, while causing little or no
effect on another. In judging the value of these signs, we must consider the
purpose and results.

2. Why Do Some People Believe and Others Do Not?

If we believe in the appearance of miracles, we must have some faith in the
agency that causes them. That faith is a foundation which is built slowly with
a sincere and open mind, experience, and understanding of divine principles.
To benefit from miracles, we must be willing to examine them and analyze
their implications for us. Many people will ignore such signs as inexplicable
or without bearing on their own situation.

Historical miracles are less difficult for us to accept than present-day
miracles. It is not difficult for us to believe that Jesus manifested miracles
two thousand years ago, but it is difficult for us to think that similar events
are happening now. History demands less of us than our own experience, for
our experience requires us to consider the implications to the way we live.
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You believe in such things when they are related of Rama or Krishna
or others, for you feel that belief does not impose any obligations on
you. But in the case of the incarnation before you, you apprehend
that when the divine is recognized, certain consequences follow, and
you try to avoid them.

Sathya Sai Speaks 7, p.381

When we accept the validity of modern-day miracles, we are obligated to
account for what we have seen. It is not difficult to ignore history, but it
is difficult for us to discount our own experience. Experiencing a higher
power or spiritual cause in our own life morally obligates us to live a more
responsible life.

For this reason, we may be selective in the miracles we choose to recognize.
The “miracles” of television or space travel require little of us, but a miracle
performed by a spiritual teacher requires some thought and introspection.
Depending on how willing we are to investigate these occurrences, a miracle
may have great effect on one person and no effect on another.

Miracles often seem to be outward signs of inner happenings. A miraculous
event carries little meaning if we have not previously done the work which
makes us receptive to the message. A miracle is a seed which can grow into
a flower of love and truth. However, for the seed to grow, proper preparation
of the soil must first be accomplished. This requires ongoing effort. Even
then, unless the recipient is deserving and the circumstance is exceptional, a
miraculous event may not occur.

An Avatar is capable of all things at all times, yet the Avatar will
not undertake to demonstrate his powers at all times. An Avatar
will undertake to demonstrate such powers when exceptional
circumstances demand it and will shed the grace on a deserving
person only.

Summer Roses on the Blue Mountains, p.51
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3. Why Does Sai Baba Perform Miracles?

Sai Baba’s miracles shake us from complacency. They reveal his personal
love, omniscience, and attention to us. Wonderful signs announce Baba’s
divine nature and mission. But the miracles are only granted to those people
who can benefit by them. They are not intended to impress or attract everyone.

It is difficult for the casual observer to know who may deserve these signs.
The spectator sees only the outward man or woman and does not know the
effort they have given in this life or even past lives. Only the Lord knows
their devotion. A miracle may indicate to the recipient the closeness of that
person’s bond to Sai Baba. It may be a sign to others of the faith and sincerity
of the recipient. But if a seeker does not receive such signs, the seeker may
still receive Sai’s grace and protection.

I shall tell you why I give these rings, talismans, rosaries, etc. It is
to signalize the bond between me and those to whom they are given.
When calamity befalls them, the article comes to me in a flash and
returns in a flash, taking from me the remedial grace of protection.
That grace is available to all who call on me in any name or form, not
merely to those who wear these gifts. Love is the bond that wins grace.

Sathya Sai Speaks 9, p.84

There may be good reasons why a miracle would not be appropriate. For
example, in the case of miracle which heals an illness, the lessons of the
illness must first be learned or the difficulty will only repeat itself. The divine
sign must be suited specifically to the recipient. These Sai leelas (divine signs)
are not idle acts intended to amaze the crowds. They hold great spiritual
significance to the one they are intended for, often showing that person just
how near and caring God is.

Sai Baba’s miracles help us to recognize him. A startling experience is
often required to shake us from our sleep. After we have learned of Baba’s
immeasurable love and wisdom, the miracles appear trivial. But to catch
the attention of one caught in the grasp of the material world, they are
indispensable. Only when we recognize the Lord will we heed his message.
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I am determined to correct you only after informing you of my
credentials. That is why I am now and then announcing my nature by
means of miracles, that is, acts which are beyond human capacity and
human understanding.Not that I am anxious to show off my powers.
The object is to draw you closer to me, to cement your hearts to me.
Sathya Sai Speaks 2, p.118

The world is God’s leela, or play. No one can limit and define what is possible
for the Lord. God’s powers are beyond our comprehension. The miracles of Sai
are now appearing around the globe. In virtually every country his presence
is becoming known. A spiritual revolution of unparalleled proportions is
taking hold. Yet Swami restrains publicity so that spiritual aspirants may still
travel to see and experience him. In this age of rapid communication, it is a
wonder that the name of Sai is not known by all.

Leelas are occurring throughout India in tens of millions of homes.
Swami keeps his hand down so that publicity about the leelas will not
spread. The rulers of the country know, but they keep it quiet. If the
facts were to have publicity, millions would converge on Swami. The
government would surround him with security guards, and devotees
could not get close to him.The time is not ready.

Conversations, p.27

Sai Baba’s powers are tools for restoring truth, order, and love in the world.
Sai Baba holds the power to manifest objects or make his presence known at
great distances. He frequently creates sacred ash (vibhuti) or rings or lockets
for his devotees. On several occasions, Swami has cured sickness or “taken
over” the illness of a devotee. Sai Baba has even restored life to the dead.
Indeed, his powers are beyond the limits of time and space. They are natural
to him; they are not intended to attract or impress the curious.

You may infer from what you call my miracles that I am causing
them to attract and attach you to me and me alone. They are not
intended to demonstrate or publicize; they are merely spontaneous
and concomitant proofs of divine majesty.

Sathya Sai Speaks 6, p.335
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Although Swami’s powers seem capable of accomplishing anything, he does
not make “quick fixes” for problems. People ask, “If Swami can change
anything, then why does he not end hunger and sickness and all the evils of
the world?” Swami says that if he were to change such things, they would
only again revert to the way they were. He states that the minds and hearts
of people need to be changed; only when individuals grow loving and caring
will the world change. Swami’s way is slow but lasting. He limits his actions
to conform to proper self-imposed restrictions.

Since Swami has taken a body, he has imposed certain proper
limitations on himself. Swami has created idols of gold, and could
Just as easily create a mountain of gold. But then the Government
would surround him and let nobody through.

Conversations, p.82

4. Natural Power

Light and heat are natural aspects of the sun’s power. Wetness and motion are
inseparable from the ocean. Every being and object has attributes natural to
its form and function. The divine power of creation is inherent in the Lord.
The universe is the expression of his inventive will. When the Lord appears
on earth, should he not naturally manifest this omnipotence?

Sathya Sai Baba did not acquire powers by means of spiritual disciplines
(siddhi powers). Powers acquired by yogic means are not lasting, but
Swami’s powers have been with him all the years of his life. People new
to Sai Baba sometimes denounce the miracles as improper, explaining that
Ramakrishna warned against the use of such powers. Spiritual powers can be
a hindrance to the aspirant, causing ego aggrandizement and other spiritual
obstacles. This is a wise and true warning to all aspirants, but the difference
is that Swami is not an aspirant. His powers are the natural facets of his
divine being.

Some objects Swami creates in just the same way that he created
the material universe. Other objects, such as watches, are brought



Frifk 288

RAM KA MR A6, 122 C REF AL Bk e
& LOAATE,  “he BATEKRAKRT —dr, AL R AL
G ER AR —IRE? " A, o R TIAGEY, 10N
BRAEFT LRI, R AGSToaSLMEE, RALENMAN EF
xR, BRI ASRET, AR RAGTXRELERLYN, FAX
89, R iTH VORE AS A, B BREZGRA,

B FHRT KR — A F, #2ef Son L —2bih LagR4E, A&

RKEFH k% 1%, dopgb, FTIHRP—EEL.0L, L—HES, 12

X, BIFHARRA TR M, 617 i R LA T A FE A,
(&%) #82F

4. BAMNE

KE#RRKMA TG ARER, NEHENREFLS RN, F—
NEIRF YRR & F W A8 Bk, Av AN ZE A
kA&, THRALTAUWZTIZRMALE, SEHITHEN, 4
FREZ AR RX e D7

Wit bR KB RN RRAFA RGN, NI KBTS i369 2 R H
A6, AT RAR R A —H B —E, RRA LR A, Ao
ANRITTREF T RS L, AT EAESE (Ramakrishna)
WEL RTHARA RN E, RO TRASLRKE R F RER,
FlA AR Lt R, XL REEG— AR mA LS
L, ERRMAHEARTRZ—AREL, O H T2V ZHEANA
Rz &,

K FoR ZEIL 69 My I AR A A &y Iy IR 55 7 K —#F. Ay T Ao
FRFMEMRIA IHE Z P ARIRAG, R AEAT A 89 £ KB



289 Miracles

Jrom existing supplies. There are no invisible beings helping Swami
to bring things. His sankalpa, his divine will, brings the object in a
moment. Swami is everywhere. His creations belong to the natural
unlimited power of God and are in no sense the product of yogic
powers as with yogis or of magic as with magicians. The power is in
no way contrived or developed, but is natural only.

Conversations, pp.104-105

Swami advises devotees against practices to acquire any type of psychic
powers. Powers would only add to our egoism and hinder our search for
spiritual peace. Baba teaches that peace is found through love and service,
not through such dangerous practices.

Once a yogi challenged Swami to an exhibition of powers. He knew that
using Sai’s name would increase his ticket sales and generate publicity. Of
course, Baba paid no attention to this challenge. On the day of the exhibition,
the yogi, who had claimed he could walk on water, stepped into a tank of
water — and sank. Of the incident, Swami said:

The man was walking on water. But ego and greed arose, and that
finished it. Thought, word, and deed must be the same.
Conversations, p.71

In contrast, Sai Baba’s miracles are used only to teach spiritual lessons. He
has never used his powers for his own benefit. Even as a small child, he
made candy and pencils for other children, but never for himself. He lived in
poverty, even using thorns to hold his shirt together when the buttons broke.

5. The Real Miracle

It is clear, as we come to understand the teachings of Sathya Sai Baba, that
his real miracle is the transformation of our hearts. He transforms character
and directs our lives along the spiritual path. There is little use for the
manifestation of objects and signs except to awaken us and transform our
personalities. Love is the real sign and miracle of Sai.
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This prema (love) is my distinctive mark, not the creation of material
objects or of health and happiness by sheer exercise of will. Y ou might
consider what you call miracles as the most direct sign of divinity, but
the prema that welcomes you all, that blesses all, that makes me rush
to the presence of the seekers, the suffering, and the distressed in
distant lands or wherever they are, that is the real sign!

Sathya Sai Speaks 6, p.86

Miraculous occurrences are only recognized by those who are ready to see
the direction in which they point. To one for whom they are not intended, or
to one not ready, they are disbelieved or simply ignored, for to see the truth
behind such small signs is to see the spiritual truth itself and to find truth in
oneself. Each new day is God’s miracle, but to those unready it is just another
day.

Questions for Study Circle:

1
2
3
4.
5.
6
7
8
9.
1

0.

What is a miracle?

Are miracles necessary?

Why do miracles happen to some, but not to others?

Is it proper for Swami to perform miracles?

When and why should a miracle occur?

Why do miracles affect some people and not others?
What is the greatest miracle?

If you were able to perform physical miracles, would you?
Why does Sai Baba perform miracles?

What is the source of Baba’s power?

References for Further Study

I e

Conversations, p.112 (Illnesses taken on for devotees).

My Baba and I, pp.95-96 (Why instant solutions are not performed).
Sathya Sai Speaks 1, p.113 (Miracles as calling cards).

Sathya Sai Speaks 4, p.193 (Ramakrishna’s reference to siddhi powers).
Sathya Sai Speaks 6, pp.209-210 (Love is the greatest miracle).

Sathya Sai Speaks 7, p.387 (Sai miracles come from divine power).
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7. Sathya Sai Speaks 7, p.388 (God can do anything).

8. Sathya Sai Speaks 8, p.56 (Love is the greatest power).

9. Sathya Sai Speaks 9, p.184 (Baba does not give powers to others).

10. Sathya Sai Speaks 9, p.228 (Types of miracles).

11. Sathya Sai Speaks 10, p.157 (The purpose of miracles).

12. Summer Showers 1974, p.272 (Symbolism of vibhuti ash).

13. Summer Showers 1974, p.282 (Miracles are an insignificant power of
Sai).

14. Summer Showers 1974, pp.286-288 (The purpose of rings and talismans).
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At the end of every work, there is a dawn of new beginning. Thus, realize
that, life, in reality, holds not a moment of rest!
- Baba
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