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Mere external cleanliness is not enough, you must cleanse your mind and develop inner
purity. Remember, the all-pervasive God is present within everyone. You must aspire and
work for the happiness of others. True celebration lies, in each sharing the happiness of
the other. Give happiness to others. Only then you have the right to receive it from others.
Always practice “Give and Take”. Strive for the welfare of everyone, not just you and your
family.

- Divine Discourse, Apr 15, 2003
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Sathya Sai Baba Parables and Stories

“Oka Chinna Katha” - When Bhagavan intercepts the speeding current of His Discourse
with these three Telugu words, meanings, “One little story” all ears are alert, all hearts are
quivered. For, the story that follows is a flash that illumines, a shower that cools, a joke that
tickles, a “tablet” that alleviates, a peep into epic grandeur or pompous absurdity, a poetic
parenthesis, an exhilarating prick, a lilt that enlightens, a sugar-coated pill of profundity, a
disarming repartee, a volley of raillery on religious rigmarole! It may be a tonic tale of the
past or the report of a contemporary comedy; it may be a thrust on theological disputation or
a dear little dig at some egoistic dignitary.

The Chinna Katha, if only we ponder over its relevance, is an effective instrument in Bhaga-
van’s educational process. When He is discoursing, these parables and stories, ever on the
wing, hover in flocks in the firmament of His Love; He lets a few fly into our hearts and nes-
tle there, until we fondle and foster them and make them part of our thought and behaviour
patterns. Here is a charming, fragrant bouquet of these multicoloured kathas, for our delecta-
tion, meditation and inspiration.

- N. Kasturi
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